
Kilim 
 
 
 
The Turks have produced the largest kilims, usually in two narrow pieces joined, as well as small ones and 
a multitude of prayer kilims. As a prayer rug, which is carried about with the worshiper, the light and 
extremely flexible kilim offers obvious advantages. In Turkish kilims, cotton is often used for the white 
areas, and small details may be brocaded. The kilims of the southern Balkans began as close copies of 
Anatolian types but have gradually developed into individual styles, such as the black, red, and white 
kilims of Pirot. In Romania, also, there are varied local fashions, progressively less Oriental in colour and 
pattern as the distance from Turkey increases. The name kilim is also given to a variety of brocaded, 
embroidered, warp-faced, and other flat-woven rugs and bags   
 
Kilim, a word of Turkish origin, denotes a pile less textile of many uses produced by one of several flat 
weaving techniques that have a common or closely related heritage and are practiced in the geographical 
area that includes parts of North Africa, the Balkans, Turkey (Anatolia and Thrace), the Caucasus, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Central Asia and China. 
  

This touching, romantic story is a delightful illustration of the intricate art of communication practiced by 
the kilim weavers who are often illiterate in our sense of the word, but are wonderfully erudite in the 
language of kilim rugs. Girls weaving kilim rugs for their dowry chests use this language to express their 
hopes for children, good fortune or a strong and handsome husband, while a married woman may show 
her irritation with a prickly mother-in-law or longing for an absent mate. Ancient tribal allegiance may 
also be expressed through symbols whose meanings are now perhaps forgotten but still kept in designs by 
some mysterious impulse of the subconscious. The lore of kilim motifs, designs, colors and their symbolism 
is as rich and complex as the combined heritage of cultures that gave them birth and contributed to their 
evolution. 
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star   dragon   amulet   burdock 

 

 

 


